
Cowtown Mopars Performance Team 
PO Box 162413 
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Here 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
May  6 CMPT Breakfast Club, Rudys BBQ, 9am,  

The Highlands, Arlington 
May  7 TMCCC, Denton, TX, 9am 

May 14  Happy Mothers Day 
May 20  Flower Mound Senior Center Car Show  

(our own Ron Carroll promotor), 12p-3p. 
(see “Show Off Your Mopar” page for details) 

May 20 CMPT Dinner at Fuddruckers, 6:30pm,  
Grapevine Mills Mall, Grapevine 

May 21  TMCCC, Ennis, TX, 8am  
May 21  Cowtown Mopar Monthly Meeting, 5pm, 

Spring Creek BBQ, Bedford 
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2017-2018 BOARD MEMBERS 
 

President - Lydia Dickey                  Vice-President - Frank Smith 
Secretary - Rich Lemmon           Treasurer - Kurt Schuster 
Membership Director - JoAn Deering         Editor - Barry Hansen 
Activity Director - Chris Sharp  
      

Appointed Positions 
Race Team - Mark Buchanan 
Website - Kirk Maisenbacher  

    Show Team - Ron Carroll/Morris Counts 

 

Recycle Your Car Magazines 
 Don’t throw out those recently read car magazines, bring them to the meetings. Each 
club meeting there will be a box on the table to put your old car magazines in and maybe pick 
up a new one or two. We will find a good home for the remainder.  

Thanks, Rich and Barry 



 
 
Great job to EVERYONE in this club!!! I love everyone in this club!!!! You guys are such a 
blessing to me and all have your special talents and abilities in the club. I am proud to serve 
y’all and represent Cowtown Mopars! I can't thank you enough for your support and love!!! 
 
Thank you to all who helped in the SpeedTek Car Show in March and Mopars At The  
Motorplex. We were highly complimented and it was all a great success!!! 
 
I LOVE YOU GUYS SO MUCH!!!! 
 

GO TEAM MOPAR!!!!! 
 

Lydia 

BY THE MINUTES  
 

Apr 23, 2017 
President Lydia Dickey opened the meeting at 5:13 pm 
She expressed thanks to the crew at SpeedTek for a successful car show. 
Ron Carroll announced car shows at Castle Hills and Club 407. 
Barry Hansen was proud of the support and turnout of Cowtown Mopars for the funeral of 
Dave Martin's wife Tonja. 
There is to be another meeting with Ewing CDJR about a club sponsorship and the Service 
manager interested in joining the club. 
Barry Hansen talked about Summit Racing store/warehouse opening and a senior staff 
member interested in joining the club. 
Barry Hansen asked club members to share car mags. 
Kurt Schuster brought a get well card for Dean Allen for club members to sign. 
He suggested we donate $100.00 to the American Diabetes Foundation in Tonja's name. 
Barry made a motion and it was seconded by Frank. Motion passed. 
Lydia talking to the LX and Dallas clubs about a joint get together in August or September. 
Jessie Castorena signed up as a new member. 
Jason Hamner said he was leaving Painless Wiring and taking a position at Lincoln Tech. 
He says they are interested in doing car shows with free entry and prizes. 
Tom Kelly won the 50/50 pot. 
Meeting adjourned at 6 pm. 
 
Frank Smith 



Dave Mandato (in green, winning yet another show car award) 
passed away in Dec 2016. Long, time member, wonderful friend, 
always helping, volunteering. A garage full of awards from this 
‘66 Charger. Oh the life he led, the stories he told. Burn  
rubber dear friend, burn rubber. 



From The Veep’s Desk 

  
Hooray!!  Madam President conducted her first meeting with 12 members in attendance. Great 
job Lydia. There would have been more members, but the racers were somewhere between here 
and Abilene. Finally a no rain out Sunday. 
 
Rick and I had another fun Saturday in the tower announcing Mopars at the Motorplex. The 
view is spectacular. 
 
For the second year, just how impressive are the Hellcats? Lets run out to the track and bust off 
some low 11's and then drive home in the a/c. Oh my!! 
 
Who will be the first lucky devil in your neighborhood to put a Demon in the driveway? 
 
On a sad note, it was good that some of our members were able to make the trip to McKinney 
to be with Dave Martin as they laid his wife Tonja to rest after a long illness. Dave, our 
thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. We love you man. 
 
The club will be donating $100 to the American Diabetes Foundation in memory of Tonja. 
 
And for Annette, Dean, Ken and Morris, our thoughts are with you during your recovery. 
 
It's great to have the Dart back on the streets, it has been awhile. And as the sticker on the back 
glass says.... 

Stuck in the 60's, DON"T pull me out 
 

VP Frank 

 Club Member Special Offer 
 

Your Car is the Star… 
 

 How about having your car professionally photographed? One of our new club  
sponsors, Photography by Lydia, has put together a special offer for club members only.  

For $175 you and your car can have a professional photo shoot.  
 

You get:  —Your desired location 
   —Your unlimited props (plaques, mascots, small figurines such  
    as diecast cars, flags, etc) 
   — Unlimited time for the shoot 
   —Full CD of every photo, originals and enhanced, with copyrights 
 

Contact: Photography by Lydia (see her card in our business pages) 



Renew for 2017 
 

2017 is here. Time to renew your club membership. Remember...upon 
renewal your Membership Card that allows you to participate in all 

our events. We have meetings every month where we share and build 
our Mopar Team with gearhead ideas & the trade our Mopar parts. 

 
Join or Renew by mail or at one of our events 

Single membership New $30 / Renewal $20 
Family membership New $40 / Renewal $30 

 
All members please fill out a membership form with  

your renewal this year 
We are updating the roles and email/mailing list. 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
JoAn Deering, Membership Director 

 Got a hot tip, event, article, update, correction, comment?  
Cowtown Mopars newsletter now has its own email address: 
 

moparnewslettereditor@CowtownMopars.com  



“In The Works”  

     Chris Sharp, Activity Director 
 

 Is that warmer weather I feel between the cold fronts we’re still having? Warmer weather means more 
time with your Mopar. There's no better way to do that than join us for a Mopar get together.                                
 Saturday, May 6th, 9am we have our  monthly breakfast club at Rudys BBQ in Ar lington.  
 Saturday, May 20th, 6:30pm we will have dinner  at Fuddruckers outside of Grapevine Mills Mall, 
Grapevine.  
 Saturday, May 13, 5p-10p, Laps for Charity at Texas Motor Speedway. Pre-register online, $40 for 
three laps and includes a t-shirt. $50 day of the event. All of the proceeds benefit Speedway Children Charities of  
Texas. There will be a car show, live music and lots of cars. 
 Looking forward to the next few months as we will be having several different cruises, dinners and 
breakfasts. June 24th, plan on cruising with us to east Texas to do some antique shopping, eating and back roads. 
Plan on leaving early Saturday morning stopping for breakfast along the way. Then cruise to Gladewater or  
Mineola to shop their numerous antique stores, grab some lunch and cruise the back roads home.                                                                           
 Don't forget July 8th is our visit to Hemi Hideout in Brookshire, Texas. For all who are interested we will 
be leaving Friday evening after work and cruise down to Brookshire. We will stop for dinner along the way. We 
are scheduled to be at Hemi Hideout at 9am Saturday the 8th. I will need an RSVP no later than June 17th to give 
to the facility. They will allow us to park by the front doors for visitors to look at our cars. We have the facility for 
five hours. We can decide closer to the time how we want to come back, as a group or everyone go their own way. 
There is a Holiday Inn Express about five miles from the facility that has good rates. They also have free break-
fast. Let's see how many club members we can get to join us. Encourage your fellow club members. This is a rare 
opportunity to see some amazing Hemi and Mopar memorabilia and cars. Please RSVP as soon as you can, call 
me at (817)781-6770 or text the same number. Leave your name, how many people in your group and a return 
number to call you back. If you have any questions feel free to ask.  
 More information about upcoming events and cruises will be announced at the monthly club meetings, 
newsletter and website. Suggestions are always welcome.  
 

Thank you and can't wait to see y'all on the roads!! 
 

     Chris 

A bunch of ner-do-wells cruise to the “Malt Shop” in Weatherford. 
Photo by Chris Sharp 



 
 
  
 
Well we finally had a race that was scheduled and 

run in 2017 and that was in Abilene. It was a  

beautiful day for a race and Cowtown Mopars did 

very well. There was 94 racers, 14 running with an 

L and 5 getting awards.  

 

Congratulations to: 

 

David Huffman ----- winner super muscle 

Bill Boon ----- semifinalist super muscle 

Mike Bearce ---- winner stock muscle 

Brandon Hamilton ---- runner up stock muscle 

Dana Burth ---- semifinalist stock muscle 

 

Well done everyone!!!! We have 4 more races in the 

next month and a half.  I hope to see ya at the 

next race. We need a cook for these next races. 

If you can help let me know. 

  
Stay tuned 

Mark 

The Go Fast(er) Department 

Mark Buchanan - Race Team Coordinator 

FIFTEEN TIME TMCCC CHAMPIONS!!!!  

Don’t forget we’re online: 
www.cowtownmopars.com   

and “Cowtown Mopars” on Facebook!!! 

2017 Race Schedule: 
 

March    5 Denton 
March  12 Ennis 
April       2 Ennis 
April     23 Abilene 
May       7 Denton 
May 21 Ennis 
June  4 Ennis 
June    11 Denton 
Sept    10 Wichita Falls 
Oct        8 Denton 
Oct 29  Ennis 
TBA  banquet 
 
Ennis opens     8 AM 
All others open 9 AM 

 

 We continue to send our prayers and good wishes to Morris Counts.   
Still recovering from a stroke and a fall, he is getting better. Please send a get well card and 
consider a visit. 

Morris Counts  
c/o Forum Parkway Health and Rehab 

Room 202 
2112 Forum Parkway 
Bedford, TX 76021 

817-799-4600 



Off The Wing by Barry Hansen 

 
Lots of excitement about the Challenger SRT Demon. Basically a street  
legal race car (I mean really a race car, front pass seat and rear seat factory 
delete). Specs are awesome, 840 hp supercharged 6.4L Hemi, functional air 
grabber hood scoop, skinny front tires and NITTO Drag Radials (making 
the car capable of doing a short wheelstand), transbrake, Torque Reserve 
for even harder launches and get this, five year/60,000 mile powertrain war-
ranty. There is much more, read all about it on FCA website. It's amazing. 
 
Extensive article in the June issue of Hot Rod about Pro Stock, its new rules, lack of  
competition, possible demise. A good read. Allen Johnson is such a loyal Mopar guy that he 
says if he cannot be competitive in his Mopar he will retire or go back to super stock racing 
rather than switch brands. In 2015 Allen and Mopar went to NHRA with a “return to the 
roots” idea of running a Pro Stock Challenger with a production based engine, in this case a 
supercharged third gen HEMI crate engine (but still a production engine) and stock sheet  
metal. GM was interested. NHRA was not. 
 
Cheap, cheap, cheap dept... chasing down why only one main speaker working on my  
Sebring's big bucks option “Infinity” premium sound system, 6 speakers, 250 watt amplifier. 
Wife came home to find passenger seat out, carpet out, dashboard mostly disassembled, wire 
looms pulled. Wiring diagrams all wrong, turns out only the two door speakers go through the 
amplifier, the front tweeters and rear speakers powered by the radio only. By the way, three 
speakers were bad, four new Kicker speakers with homemade speaker mounts and back to 
headbanging. Also found $700 “power seats” option in my Sebring was only the driver's seat. 
Passenger seat was manual whether or not you sprung for “power seats” option. 
 
Sad but finally true dept...rode my bicycle past Texas Raceway in Kennedale the other day. A 
big spray painted sign on the fence says “track closed Oct 16, 2016 - Raceway Estates acreage 
for sale”. Rumors for years, now it's over. What good times we had there. 
 
“Cars 3” by Pixar/Disney coming out in June. Trailers look good. Can’t wait to see it.  
 

It was the best of times  
 It was the worst of times  

  But we did it in a Mopar. 

  

 Tonja Martin, club member and wife of club  
member David Martin passed away in April. Being in a  
wheelchair certainly did not slow her down. I had the pleasure 
of sharing a table with her and David at many club meetings. 
She always had a smile and a kind word, would just light up the 
room. She will be sorely missed.  
 
 “Sail on silver girl…” (Paul Simon). 
 

Barry Hansen, editor 



 

Show Off Your Mopar 
 

Monthly: 
Every Wed.  8p-10p, Mopar Cruise-in, Redneck Heaven, IH 20, The Highlands,  
  Arlington. Free. 
Every Fri.  5p-9p, Truck Cruise-In, Home Depot, IH 20 and Cooper St, Arlington. Free. 
Every Fri.  6p-10p, Cruise-In, Albertsons, Hwy 287 and Sublett Rd, Arlington. Free.  
Every 3rd Sat.  Cars and Coffee, 8am-10:30am, Texas Motor Speedway, FW. Free. 
Every 3rd Sat.  Christian Classic Cruisers, 5pm-9pm, Birdville ISD, 9100 Mid Cities Blvd, 
 North Richland Hills. $15 entry, spectators free. 
Every Last Sat.  9a-12n, Cars and Coffee at Gateway Classic Cars, 1250 Mustang Dr,  
 Grapevine, TX. Free. 
Every First and Third Tue. 6p-10p, Johnson County Car Meets, 812 S. Crowley Rd,  
    Crowley, TX. Free. 

 May Events: 
May  6  Advantage Autoworks annual custom car truck & cycle show, 6432 Davis Blvd, 
 North Richland Hills, TX. 10a-3p. $15. 34 classes. DFW car shows 
May  6  2nd Annual TECO Metals Benefit car show, 11477 Pagemill Rd, Dallas, 75243. 
 10a-2:30p. $20. 29 classes, 3 winners each class, 11 BOS. Raffles 
May  6  Castle Hills Car & Truck Show, 2540 King Arthur  Blvd, Lewisville, 75056. 
 9a-1p. $10. 26 classes, 7 BOS. Time Machine car shows. 
May  7  5th Annual Charity  Car show hosted by Arlington Area Street Rods,  
 1100 S. Cooper St, Arlington,  TX. Benefitting Mission Arlington. 1p-5p. $20. Top 10  
 ( they came to  our toy drive, let’s return the favor). 
May 13  Oakview Baptist Church car & truck show, 1004 S Story Rd Irving, TX 75060. 
              12p-3:30p. $15. Top 30, 4 BOS. ( food & beverage on site)  
May 14  Dallas Mopar Club monthly meeting, 2 pm, Spr ing Creek BBQ, 12835 Preston 
 Rd, Dallas 

May 20  Flower Mound Senior Center  (our own Ron Carroll  
 promotor), 2701 West Windsor Rd, Flower Mound, TX 75028. 12p-3p. 
 Top 30. $15. food & beverage on site,  Time Machine car shows. 
May 20  Triple F Automotive Open House Charity car, truck & bike show (all proceeds 
 go to Conner's car show down syndrome), 2760 Golden Triangle Blvd,  Fort Worth. 
 10a-2p. $20. 34 classes. DFW car shows 
May 20  Walnut Creek Church Car Show, 200 Newt Patterson Rd, Mansfield, TX. 10a-2p. 
 FREE. Top 10. 
June  3  WARBIRD & WHEELS FLY-IN & CAR SHOW, benefitting VINTAGE FLY-
ING  MUESUM, Meacham Airport, 505 NW 38th St, Fort Worth. Warbird rides, warbird 
 cockpit tours, food trucks, live music, venders. Classic car, motorcycle and military 
 Vehicles show. 9a-3p. Admission $5per person, kids under 10 free. Pre registration  
 $15 car or bike, $20 day of show. 
June  3  NAPA Auto Parts Grand Opening and Car Show, 1165 S Stemmons Fwy (I-35E) 
 Lewisville, TX. 11a-2p. $10. Top 30. NAPA will have hot dogs, soda and chips. 
 Time Machine car shows. 
 
HOT ROD POWER TOUR 2017 
6-10-17 Kansas City, MO, Arrowhead Stadium to 
6-16-17 Bowling Green, KY, Bowling Green Regional Airport 

 
 Showing your car? Won something? We sure would like to brag about you. Contact  
 me, Ron Carroll at dodge_roncarroll@yahoo.com. 
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DEAN ALLEN 
 

972-801-7587 
 

Dean is offering up his years of knowledge to 
help members with their automotive 

questions. 

Good Members, Good Products 



 

 

ITEMS FOR SALE / ITEMS WANTED 
 
 

 WANTED:  Big Block K-member for a 1971 ‘Cuda. Contact Dave Valfer,  
214-663-6865 or dvalfer@swbell.net 
   

 FOR SALE:  TRANSPEC (long time club sponsor, see sponsor pages)  
offering some parts and transmissions cheap. Two transmissions for ‘81-’83 Lasers and 
Daytona Omnis, model A523, tag number 42957755, build dates 2/08/1985. Brand new 
from Chrysler, donated to a mechanic school, never used, never apart. Brand new  
transfer case for a Jeep, model 242J, fits ‘98-2001 Jeeps, 4.0 and can be converted  
to fit the 4.7. Call for low, low prices.  
 

 FOR SALE:  1974 Plymouth Duster w/500+ hp 440 mag. I'm interested in sell-
ing the engine, new 4 core Aluminum Radiator and possibly the entire vehicle. It's (body 
and chassis) a basket case now. Contact Freddie Thacker 817.371.3597 or email at 
Freddie.l.thacker@gmail.com  
 

 FOR SALE:  Factory smallblock (340) steel bellhousing w/inspection cover.  
Casting part #2843887. Trans input dia 4 11/32”. Good condition. $150.  
Doug Gulley, 972-672-4839. 
 

 FOR SALE: Original T/A fiberglass hood. Great shape, ready to bolt on your 
car. $1700.00. Call Ken at 972-742-4456 
 
 
 A reminder to anyone looking for First Gen Charger (‘66-’67) parts, especially 
original. Roger Bohl is selling all of his stock. He would like to sell it all before his health 
gets too bad. Roger is the Grandfather of First Gen parts (next to Great-Grand-Pappy 
Jim Rodebaugh). He has been my go-to First Gen guy since well before I got my first 
one back in 1998 and has a wealth of knowledge. There aren’t too many parts he  
doesn’t have. Contact Roger at bohl@sunflower.com or 913-400-7281. He now lives 
near KC, KS...Dan Robinson 
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We love our sponsors... 

...you will too 




