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UPCOMING EVENTS 
Mar  2 (1836) Texas Independence Day 

Mar  5  TMCCC, Denton, 9am 
Mar  6 (1836) Fall of the Alamo 

Mar 12 TMCCC, Ennis, 8am 
Mar 18  Cruise to The Malt Shop in Weatherford, meet 

Lowes parking lot, I-20 and Bryant Irvin Rd, FW 6pm 
Mar 19  Cowtown Mopar Monthly Meeting, 5pm, 

Spring Creek BBQ, Bedford 
Mar 25 Cowtown Mopar Annual Car Show, 10am-3pm, 

SpeedTek, Haltom City  
April  1  Mopars at the MotorPlex, Ennis, TX, 8am 

April  2 TMCCC, Texas MotorPlex, Ennis, TX, 8am 
 



  March 2017 THE STARTING LINE  
Official Monthly Publication of Cowtown Mopars 

Election of Officers 

 Our annual election of officers will be held Sunday, Mar 19, 5pm during the regular  
monthly club meeting. The President and Vice-President are both stepping down this year. If 
you are interested in running for those or any other elected office above or know someone who 
is please contact any of the current board and/or nominate yourself at the March meeting. 
Please plan on attending the March meeting to vote on the new officers. Your vote is very  
important. Thanks  

2016-2017 BOARD MEMBERS 
 

President - Mike Moriarty          Vice-President - Phillip Taylor 
Secretary - Rich Lemmon           Treasurer - Kurt Schuster 
Membership Director - JoAn Deering         Editor - Barry Hansen 
Activity Director - Chris Sharp  
      

Appointed Positions 
Race Team - Mark Buchanan 
Website - Kirk Maisenbacher  

    Show Team - Ron Carroll/Morris Counts 

 
Membership Dues Increase $5 

 
Annual membership dues, both new and renewing will be going up $5 across all catagories. 
This is the first increase in 30 years. Avoid the increase this year by renewing your membership 
on or before March 25. Renew now or at our annual car show, Saturday, March 25. After that 
dues go up. Thanks 



 

Hey Cowtown Mopars members! 
  
 It’s been a eventful month so far. Lots of things happening as we move into Spring. 
With an eventful month in March and a month packed full of car stuff in April I’m starting to 
wonder how any of my home projects are going to get done. I am really hoping to have Sarah’s 
car finished soon but it seems like every time I take a step forward I take a couple back as well. 
 
 As many of you know I will not be seeking re-election as president. With work  
continuing to grow and projects for the house taking up a lot of my free time I just do not feel I 
will be able to put the effort into the club that is needed and deserved. I have enjoyed my time 
as president and want to thank everyone for all their help. If anyone is interested in running for 
President or Vice-President please let us know as soon as possible. I know there are some great 
leaders in this club and I would like to continue to help where ever possible. 
 

Mike 

Mopar Line Dance, AutoRama 2017 

Sweethearts and their owners at Valentines Cruise 



From The Veep’s Desk 
 
 Well, I am back again, this time with a sad note. Due to circumstances I am going to 
have to step down as goof-off, er, I mean Vice President so I can accomplish a lot of things 
needing done around the house and Jeep. 
 I admit it’s been a good run. Seen a lot of changes in the club except for the race team. 
They seem to always pull it out, great job guys. The show team has done real well the last few 
years also, kudos to them. My harsh taskmaster Barry has done a good job keeping most of us 
contributors on the straight and narrow. Hope I haven’t bored y’all with my ramblings. 
 I haven’t seen any real strides in the automotive field other than the awaited Demon 
Challenger. Supposed to be more powerful, lighter and faster than the Hellcat. Of course you 
would be cruising by yourself as they tossed the passenger and back seat to save weight. No  
fun by yourself, right guys? 
 Driving home from work the other day I saw a Chrysler 200 hard top convertible.  
Didn’t realize they made one, maybe a custom job, but you could tell it was a two door hard top 
convertible because of they way the roof was sectioned and the shape of the trunk. Had a cutie 
driving it too but then I only have eyes for my bride! 
 I want to thank Kurt for the phenomenal job he has been doing and JoAn for her  
tireless service and sense of humor, always brings a smile to both me and my wife. Don is a 
character too. 
 I think at the next car show we ought to take a moment of silence for all the members 
we have lost the last few years, the latest being Dave (Mandato). If everyone would join me it 
would be appreciated.  
 Alas, for the moment I have run out of things to say, so stay on the sunny side. See y’all 
at the meets! 
 

Phil 

 

Club Member Special Offer 
 

Your Car is the Star… 
 

 How about having your car professionally photographed? One of our new club  
sponsors, Photography by Lydia, has put together a special offer for club members only.  

For $175 you and your car can have a professional photo shoot.  
 

You get:  —Your desired location 
   —Your unlimited props (plaques, mascots, small figurines such  
    as diecast cars, flags, etc) 
   — Unlimited time for the shoot 
   —Full CD of every photo, originals and enhanced, with copyrights 
 

Contact: Photography by Lydia (see her card in our business pages) 



Time to Renew for 2017 
 

2017 is here. Time to renew your club membership. Remember...upon 
renewal your Membership Card that allows you to participate in all 

our events. We have meetings every month where we share and build 
our Mopar Team with gearhead ideas & the trade our Mopar parts. 

 
Join or Renew by mail or at one of our events 

Single membership New $25 / Renewal $15 
Family membership New $35 / Renewal $25 

 
All members please fill out a membership form with  

your renewal this year 
We are updating the roles and email/mailing list. 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
JoAn Deering, Membership Director 

 Got a hot tip, event, article, update, correction, comment?  
Cowtown Mopars newsletter now has its own email address: 
 

moparnewslettereditor@CowtownMopars.com  



 
 

“In The Works”  
 

     Chris Sharp, Activity Director 
 

 Hello fellow Mopar folks. Spring is in the air. Let's make this "The Season of the  
Mopar".  
 What better way to kick it off than Spring Break and a trip to The Malt Shop, Saturday 
March 18th. We will meet in the Lowes parking lot at I-20 and Bryant Irvin Road in Ft Worth 
at 6:00p. We will then cruise out to The Malt Shop in Weatherford.  
 Saturday March 25th is the annual Cowtown Mopars Car Show at SpeedTek in Haltom 
City. Details in the newsletter.  
 Saturday April 1st is Mopars at the Motorplex. Great day of racing and a car show as 
well. Come join us!!  
 Saturday July 8th is the cruise to Hemi Hideout. We will meet on Friday night and all 
that wish to will cruise together to Brookshire, Texas and spend the night. We can stop along 
the way and have dinner. Then on Saturday morning we will cruise over to Hemi Hideout at 
9am. Once I have an RSVP number I will inform the facility and we will be allowed to park as 
a group by the front entrance. We will have access to the facility from 10am to 3pm. They are 
having Christmas in July that weekend. There will be additional vendors on site. Once I know 
who all is going, we can arrange the details for how we want to come back. Please RSVP as 
soon as possible. This is gong to be a great cruise for the club and a great weekend as a group. 
Please stay tuned to future newsletters for additional information. If you have any questions 
about this trip, please feel free to contact me.  
 Thank you for all who came it to the February breakfast at Rudy's BBQ. We had at least 
24 in attendance. Thank you to all who came for the Saturday cruise in at Freddy's. we had 
about 20 in attendance.  
 Keep coming out and support this great group of Mopar enthusiasts. 
 

    Chris  



 
 
  
Well it's time to start off the 2017 season with some big wins in  
Denton and Ennis in back to back races. It seems like Summer is 
already here but I'm sure Winter isn't over yet. Ken Angyal has been 
on the club grill for years but will miss the first couple of races. Kurt 
Schuster has been nice enough to volunteer to cook in his absence. 
Please help him out in anyway you can. It's very nice of him to step 
in for Ken in his absence. Thanks Kurt!!! 
 
   This past Tuesday was a weird day for me. I sold my ‘64 to a 
guy in Mesquite. It was strange to pull away with my trailer and car 
being left behind. My folks bought that car in ‘02 or ‘03 and my dad 
raced it for 5 years. I bought the car when he quit racing and ran it till 
the end of last season. I'm glad that my best year to date was my last 
year in that very cool ‘64 Dodge 440. What an enjoyable car!!!! 
 
   Enough about that. It's time to race so I will see ya at  
Denton. 
 

Stay Tuned, 

Mark  

The Go Fast(er) Department 

Mark Buchanan - Race Team Coordinator 

FIFTEEN TIME TMCCC CHAMPIONS!!!!  

Don’t forget we’re online: 
www.cowtownmopars.com   

and “Cowtown Mopars” on Facebook!!! 

2017 Race Schedule: 
 

March    5 Denton 
March  12 Ennis 
April       2 Ennis 
April     23 Abilene 
May       7 Denton 
June    11 Denton 
Sept    10 Wichita Falls 
Oct        8 Denton 
Oct 29  Ennis 
TBA  banquet 
 
Ennis opens     8 AM 
All others open 9 AM 

 

 

 We continue to send our prayers and good wishes to Morris Counts.   
Still recovering from a stroke and a fall, he is getting better. Please send a get 
well card and consider a visit. Note: he is in a new facility. 

Morris Counts  
c/o Forum Parkway Health and Rehab 

Room 202 
2112 Forum Parkway 
Bedford, TX 76021 

817-799-4600 



Off The Wing by Barry Hansen 

 
Mopar spotting...March issue of Hot Rod, build-up of a Chrysler Poly V8. 
CID not mentioned but suspect the poly was a 360 CID. Bored and stroked 
to 402, with fuel injection made 600 hp... April issue of Hot Rod, extensive 
article on streamlined and mid engine dragsters, 1964 streamliner the 
“Silver Bullet” used brand new for '64 Dodge 273 CID V8 power, C/
Modified on gas 142 mph, on nitro (a 273 on nitro?) 162 mph...magazine ads for new all 
wheel drive Challenger GT... driving in Arlington the other day got behind a big black Dodge 
Ram dually quad cab pick up limousine complete with bed, must have been 20 feet between 
the front and back doors. 
 
NHRA Winternats, Pomona, CA, Matt Hagan, Charger, F/C winner. Arizona Nats, Phoenix, 
AZ, F/C all Charger final, Ron Capps over Matt Hagan. Pro Stock probably a bust this year. 
Mopar pulled all Pro Stock support, forcing team Enders and Coughlin into Camaros. In a sea 
of Camaros, Allen Johnson and two others will campaign Dodges as independents. No Fords 
at all. Pro Stock is going to look like a “spec series”, we will all die of boredom and it will go 
away. Pro Mod is going the way of F/C, rules are letting them modify the bodies more and 
more for aero and less like original sheet metal, another class on the road to ruin. NHRA los-
ing fans and TV coverage like mad. Needs a Nostalgic F/C class, stand hard on body rules for 
Pro Mod and a SS/F (factory) stand alone class (Drag Paks, Cobra Jets, COPOs). But will they 
listen, oh no. They like cars that all look the same and they like losing fans. 
 
Great times were had in Feb, breakfast at Rudys, lunch at Cafe 1187 and dinner at Freddys. If 
you missed them you missed some great weather, great fun and great fellowship. Thanks 
Chris for making them all happen. More good stuff in March. 
 
On second thought dept...I was yet again under my Caliber working on the check engine light 
emissions control problem when I noticed two bad rubber bushings on the rear axle lower 
mounts (has a pretty sophisticated 5 link strut IRS). Wait, there are rubber bushings all over 
the rear end, no ball joints or tie rods anywhere. Cheap, cheap, cheap, bad, bad, bad. Then I 
remembered, with big bad metal ball joints and tie rods on my '69 Charger in 170,000 miles I 
rebuilt the front end 3 times already. The Caliber has 152,000 miles on it and this is the first 
time I replace two main mounts, the rest of the mounts look good so far. 
 
A great big Texas “Thank You” to everyone who sent Christmas cards to Dave Mandato and 
Morris Counts. 
 

Mopar, Imported from Detroit 

 

Recycle Your Car Magazines 
 Don’t throw out those recently read car magazines, bring them to the meetings. Each 
club meeting there will be a box on the table to put your old car magazines in and maybe pick 
up a new one or two. We will find a good home for the remainder.  

Thanks, Rich and Barry 



 

Show Off Your Mopar 
 

Monthly: 
Every Wed.  8p-10p, Mopar Cruise-in, Redneck Heaven, IH 20, The Highlands,  
  Arlington. Free. 
Every Fri.  5p-9p, Truck Cruise-In, Home Depot, IH 20 and Cooper St, Arlington. Free. 
Every Fri.  6p-10p, Cruise-In, Albertsons, Hwy 287 and Sublett Rd, Arlington. Free.  
Every Last Sat.  9a-12n, Cars and Coffee at Gateway Classic Cars, 1250 Mustang Dr,  
 Grapevine, TX. Free. 
Every First and Third Tue. 6p-10p, Johnson County Car Meets, 812 S. Crowley Rd,  
    Crowley, TX. Free. 

 March shows: 
 
Mar 3 and 4  Texas Thaw, Denton Dragway, gates open 6p Fr iday for  test   & tune, all 
 years welcome. Sat, 1973 or older vehicles only, gates open 8a, time tr ials 
 10:30a. Car show open to first 100 vehicles in judging area. Trophies at 2:30p. 
 Denton, TX. 
Mar  4  Denton Veterans Car Show, 11a to 3p.  Hosted by Cycle Center  of Denton, 521 
 Acme St, Denton, TX.  Benefiting The Green Valley School Historical Society.  
 $20 entry. 28  classes. Food, door prizes and raffle. By Time Machine Car Shows.  
 Rain date Mar 25. 
Mar 12  Dallas Mopar Club monthly meeting, 2 pm, Spr ing Creek BBQ, 12835 Preston 
 Rd, Dallas 
Mar 12  Operation Lynn Charity Car & Truck Show, 12n-4p. Hosted by Texas Billiards  
 Bar & Grill, 6651 Watauga Rd, Watauga, TX. $20 entry. Full show, 56 awards. 
 By DFW Car Shows. 
Mar 17  GOOD GUYS Car Show, Texas Motor  Speedway, far  nor th Ft Worth. 
Mar 18 Christian Classic Cruisers (fir st show of the season), 5p-9p. Birdville ISD Athletic 
 Complex, 9100 Mid Cities Blvd, N. Richland Hills, TX. $15 entry. 
Mar 18  SH Classic celebrates Old School Days, 1p-4p. $15 entry. Hosted by   
 AT HOME DÉCOR, 2650 I-20 Frontage Rd, Grand Prairie, TX. 
Mar 22  DALLAS NEW CAR SHOW, Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center , 
 6505 Griffin St, Dallas. 
 

Let’s Talk, 
 Cowtown Mopars had 8 vehicles entered in the Dallas AutoRama. Mark Buchanan, 
Lydia Dickey, Ken Pool, did very well. Will Withem, Tommy Martin, Rich Lemmon, Jimmy 
Stewart  and Chris Sharp all took home awards. Congratulations all! 
 
HOT ROD POWER TOUR 2017 
6-10-17 Kansas City, KS, Kansas Speedway 
6-11-17 Newton, Iowa, Iowa Speedway 
6-12-17 Davenport Iowa, Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds 
6-13-17 Champaign, IL, University Of IL ( State Farm Center) 
6-14-17Madison, IL, Gateway Motorsports Park (St Louis) 
6-15-17 Indianapolis, IN, Lucas Oil Raceway 
6-16-17 Bowling Green, KY, Bowling Green Regional Airport 

 
If you would like to show off we would sure like to brag about you. Contact  
 me, Ron Carroll at dodge_roncarroll@yahoo.com 
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DEAN ALLEN 
 

972-801-7587 
 

Dean is offering up his years of knowledge to 
help members with their automotive 

questions. 

Good Members, Good Products 



 

 

ITEMS FOR SALE / ITEMS WANTED 
 
 

 WANTED:  Big Block K-member for a 1971 ‘Cuda. Contact Dave Valfer,  
214-663-6865 or dvalfer@swbell.net 
   

 FOR SALE:  TRANSPEC (long time club sponsor, see sponsor pages)  
offering some parts and transmissions cheap. Two transmissions for ‘81-’83 Lasers and 
Daytona Omnis, model A523, tag number 42957755, build dates 2/08/1985. Brand new 
from Chrysler, donated to a mechanic school, never used, never apart. Brand new  
transfer case for a Jeep, model 242J, fits ‘98-2001 Jeeps, 4.0 and can be converted  
to fit the 4.7. Call for low, low prices.  
 

 FOR SALE:  1974 Plymouth Duster w/500+ hp 440 mag. I'm interested in sell-
ing the engine, new 4 core Aluminum Radiator and possibly the entire vehicle. It's (body 
and chassis) a basket case now. Contact Freddie Thacker 817.371.3597 or email at 
Freddie.l.thacker@gmail.com  
 

 FOR SALE:  Factory smallblock (340) steel bellhousing w/inspection cover.  
Casting part #2843887. Trans input dia 4 11/32”. Good condition. $150.  
Doug Gulley, 972-672-4839. 
 

 FOR SALE: Original T/A fiberglass hood. Great shape, ready to bolt on your 
car. $1700.00. Call Ken at 972-742-4456 
 
 
 A reminder to anyone looking for First Gen Charger (‘66-’67) parts, especially 
original. Roger Bohl is selling all of his stock. He would like to sell it all before his health 
gets too bad. Roger is the Grandfather of First Gen parts (next to Great-Grand-Pappy 
Jim Rodebaugh). He has been my go-to First Gen guy since well before I got my first 
one back in 1998 and has a wealth of knowledge. There aren’t too many parts he  
doesn’t have. Contact Roger at bohl@sunflower.com or 913-400-7281. He now lives 
near KC, KS...Dan Robinson 
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We love our sponsors... 

...you will too 






