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UPCOMING EVENTS 
April  1  Mopars at the MotorPlex, Ennis, TX, 8am 

April  2 TMCCC, Texas MotorPlex, Ennis, TX, 8am 
April 15  Mopar Breakfast at Rudy's BBQ,  

9am, the Highlands, IH 20, Arlington 
April 16  Cowtown Mopar Monthly Meeting, 5pm, 

Spring Creek BBQ, Bedford 
April 21 (1836) Battle of San Jacinto 
April 23 TMCCC, Abilene, TX, 9am 



  April 2017 THE STARTING LINE  
Official Monthly Publication of Cowtown Mopars 

2017-2018 BOARD MEMBERS 
 

President - Lydia Dickey          Vice-President - Frank Smith 
Secretary - Rich Lemmon           Treasurer - Kurt Schuster 
Membership Director - JoAn Deering         Editor - Barry Hansen 
Activities Director - Chris Sharp  
      

Appointed Positions 
Race Team - Mark Buchanan 
Website - Kirk Maisenbacher  

    Show Team - Ron Carroll/Morris Counts 

 

History Made Here 
 The United States of America has not yet done it but Cowtown Mopars has… 
we elected our first female President. Congratulations Madame President Lydia Dickey.  
Mopar gearhead, business level club sponsor, very active member, club photographer and now 
club President.   

 

Recycle Your Car Magazines 
 Don’t throw out those recently read car magazines, bring them to the meetings. Each 
club meeting there will be a box on the table to put your old car magazines in and maybe pick 
up a new one or two. We will find a good home for the remainder.  

Thanks, Rich and Barry 



 
 
First off I want to say, "MOPAR OR NO CAR!!!" 
 WOW, I am so excited and so humbled to work as your president and to be supported 
and rallied around means so very much to me! Everyone in the club is so very special to me and 
each has a talent within that makes this club even more a family! I truly am blessed to know 
each and everyone because there is never a dull moment. Thank you for your friendship, your 
outstanding support and belief in me, your love and guidance because you all are treasures to 
me! I will listen and lean on each and everyone of you. 
 A little bit about me. I am 32 years old and my birthday is September 4th. I am a  
TOTAL MOPAR girl and Texas born and raised!!! I have B5 Blue, Sassy Grass, and Sublime 
in my blood! I own three Mopars: a 2001 Dodge Ram 2500 four-wheel drive, 6 speed,  
Cummins diesel, a 1971 Dodge Dart with a 318 engine, four door, dual exhaust under  
Restoration and a 1989 Dodge Ramcharger with a 360 engine four-wheel drive under  
restoration as well. My dream car is a 1970 -71 Plymouth Barracuda sassy grass with a gill grill. 
I love country music such as Luke Bryan, Florida Georgia Line, Rascal Flatts, Garth Brooks, 
and Lonestar. My favorite colors are sublime and hot pink. I'm a professional photographer in 
all categories: senior pictures, cars, car shows, newborns, weddings, anniversaries, etc. I am  
into NASCAR and Danica Patrick is my driver - she will win one day! I am very flexible, 
outgoing and ready for anything! I love the outdoors, love being with people and love car 
shows! 
 I love you all very much and once again thank you for voting for me and wanting me as 
your president! I will represent the club with highest regards and make my car family proud! 
 

GO TEAM MOPAR!!!!! 

Lydia 

 We continue to send our prayers and good wishes to Morris Counts.   
Still recovering from a stroke and a fall, he is getting better. Please send a get well card and 
consider a visit. Note: he is in a new facility. 

Morris Counts  
c/o Forum Parkway Health and Rehab 

Room 202 
2112 Forum Parkway 
Bedford, TX 76021 

817-799-4600 

Photo by Photography by Lydia 



BY THE MINUTES Rich Lemmon 
 
Cowtown Mopars Meeting Feb 19, 2017 by Kurt Schuster. 
 Meeting brought to order at 5:05 PM by Kurt Schuster. 17 people in attendance  
including visitors Thomas Rhodes, Rodger White, and Danni Mochel. New sponsor/members 
Julie and Jonny Adamcik (pronounced Adam-check), Denton Transco.  
 Officer nominations opened and Frank Smith was nominated for VP by Bill Boon and 
seconded by Ken Key. Nominations closed.  
 We discussed the Club Show at SpeedTek on March 25th. Food vendor still  
needed. Bill Boon talked about Mopars At The Motorplex on April 1 and passed out  
fliers. Bill and Mike Bearce discussed the TMCCC series. The first 3 races are: March 5 at 
North Star, March 12 and April 2 at Motorplex. Mike reported on the new parking rules. Kurt 
Schuster will be cooking at these races.    
  Members representing CMPT at the Dallas Autorama: Mark Buchanan, Tommy Martin, 
Lydia Dickey, Chris Sharp, Will Withem, Rich Lemmon, Ken Poole and Jimmy Stewart. All 
won awards!      
 Barry Hansen discussed the cruise that Chris Sharp and he put together for Feb 25 that 
starts in Mansfield at 10:30 AM and goes to Benbrook for lunch. Details on the CMPT Face-
book page and website. Barry also mentioned the magazine exchange program.  
 2016 club tee shirt sales. $5.00 each. L, XL and 2XL still available. 
 No 50/50 pot or door prizes.  
 Meeting adjourned at 5:53pm. 
 
Cowtown Mopars Meeting Mar 19, 2017 by Rich Lemmon 
Start 1710 
1. Car Show Mar 25. Help needed. 
2. MATM Mark Buchanan - Bill Boone, Apr 1. One show judge needed. 
3. TMCCC Mark Buchanan 
    A. 2 rainouts so far. 
    B. Denton not likely to be rescheduled. 
    C. Someone needed to tow the smoker. 
4. Chris Sharp, Planning a cruise to the Hemi Hideaway in Aug. 
5. Jo Ann Deering, We are at 118 members so far. 
6. Ron Carroll, Coming shows 
7. Request made about getting some small window decals made. 
8. Officer elections.  
     A. Nomination opened. 
        1. No new nominations received. 
        2. Current nominations Lydia dickey for President and Frank Smith for VP. 
        3. All current officers stand for reelection. 
        4. All officers elected by proclamation. 
9. No club sponsor as yet. 
10. 50/50 Pot $36 won by Susan Brownell. 
End 1750 
 
Editors Note: My fault Feb minutes not published last month. Kept thinking needed 
board minutes even though Kurt and Rich tried to tell me I needed club meeting minutes.  
I finally understood, both Feb and Mar club minutes presented here. Thanks Kurt and Rich.  
 



From The Veep’s Desk 
 
  
I'm back. Did you miss me??? 
 
A special thanks to last year's board members for a job well done and a pat on the back for 
Mike and Phil as they return to civilian life. 
 
I was told by our membership director that we now have 118 members, I looked around the 
meeting room and didn't see that many. I would like to challenge all the members to put the 
club on their list of things to do. This will be my 21st year as a member and I can safely say it is 
a great group of folks to be around - we always have fun. 
 
Come join us at the races, car shows, and one of the many cruises Chris, our activities (cruise) 
director, has arranged. The food has been great - hope my waist line can handle it. 
Lets make 2017 a fun year! 

See y'all 

Frank 

 

Club Member Special Offer 
 

Your Car is the Star… 
 

 How about having your car professionally photographed? One of our new club  
sponsors, Photography by Lydia, has put together a special offer for club members only.  

For $175 you and your car can have a professional photo shoot.  
 

You get:  —Your desired location 
   —Your unlimited props (plaques, mascots, small figurines such  
    as diecast cars, flags, etc) 
   — Unlimited time for the shoot 
   —Full CD of every photo, originals and enhanced, with copyrights 
 

Contact: Photography by Lydia (see her card in our business pages) 



Renew for 2017 
 

2017 is here. Time to renew your club membership. Remember...upon 
renewal your Membership Card that allows you to participate in all 

our events. We have meetings every month where we share and build 
our Mopar Team with gearhead ideas & the trade our Mopar parts. 

 
Join or Renew by mail or at one of our events 

Single membership New $30 / Renewal $20 
Family membership New $40 / Renewal $30 

 
All members please fill out a membership form with  

your renewal this year 
We are updating the roles and email/mailing list. 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
JoAn Deering, Membership Director 

 Got a hot tip, event, article, update, correction, comment?  
Cowtown Mopars newsletter now has its own email address: 
 

moparnewslettereditor@CowtownMopars.com  



 
 

“In The Works”  
 

     Chris Sharp, Activity Director 
 

Hello fellow Cowtown Moparians. 
 Thank you so much to all who came our to the Mopars and Malts Cruise. It was an 
 awesome night with great weather, great food and awesome cars. It ended up being an all  
Mopar night at The Malt Shop. All vehicles there were Mopars. And they weren't all with us. 
Pretty cool. We also signed up three families that night.  
 Next up is breakfast on April 15th at Rudy's BBQ in Arlington at 9am. Hope to see  
everyone there.  
 A reminder that on July 8th is our day at Hemi Hideout. We will cruise down to  
Brookshire, Texas on Friday July 7th. Please RSVP as soon as you can so we can give them a 
number of how many will be coming.  
 Thank you all for your support of the club and for joining us on our cruises, cruise-ins 
and breakfasts. It's great to see everyone getting involved.  
 Also, congratulations to all who placed in our 31st annual car show on March 25th. We 
had absolutely amazing weather and a great number of cars that showed up. Thank you to all 
who helped with judging, registration, set up, break down and everything else that needed to be 
done. Great success. Looking forward to next year’s show!! 
 

      Chris 

 



 
 
 As you all know today, March 25th, was our annual car show. 
What an awesome day it was!!! A great turnout, a lot of beautiful  
Mopars and a wonderful bunch of people. It takes a lot of hard work 
and planning to make a show come together and today's show did 
just that. Thanks to everyone who helped out!!! Job well done!!! 
    As you also know next Saturday, April 1st, will be the 10th 
annual Mopars at the Motorplex. We can only hope for the same 
weather as today for next Saturday. I hope to see ya there.  
    Last but not least Sunday, April 2nd, will be the next TMCCC 
race at the Motorplex in Ennis. This is the 3rd scheduled race for 
2017 and I sure hope it's the first that's not cancelled because of 
weather issues. We need a cook and someone to tow the grill to the 
rest of the races. Contact me if you can help. Kurt will be cooking 
next Sunday but we need someone to fill in after that until Ken makes 
it back. I will be bringing donuts to the next race but I need someone 
to volunteer to bring donuts to the rest of the races. Thanks for the 
your help!!! 
 See ya there. 

Stay tuned 

Mark 

The Go Fast(er) Department 

Mark Buchanan - Race Team Coordinator 

FIFTEEN TIME TMCCC CHAMPIONS!!!!  

Don’t forget we’re online: 
www.cowtownmopars.com   

and “Cowtown Mopars” on Facebook!!! 

2017 Race Schedule: 
 

March    5 Denton 
March  12 Ennis 
April       2 Ennis 
April     23 Abilene 
May       7 Denton 
June    11 Denton 
Sept    10 Wichita Falls 
Oct        8 Denton 
Oct 29  Ennis 
TBA  banquet 
 
Ennis opens     8 AM 
All others open 9 AM 

 

This is every CMPT member displaying at the AutoRama in Feb. This is 
also every CMPT member that won awards. That’s right, they all came, 
they all saw, they all conquered. Congratulations. Photo by Chris S. 



Off The Wing by Barry Hansen 

 
 
 
You read it here first dept...my comments on Pro Stock last month, their 
comments in Hot Rod this month (March), “For 2017 this class (Pro Stock) 
will be virtually Chevy only, except for a couple of Dodge privateers. It'll 
be Pro Chevy. NHRA please do something.” 
 
Why do they do it dept...blower motor resistor went bad on the '83 Ramcharger. No longer 
available. Changed in '85. '85 resistor block fits old housing perfectly, same resistor set up, 
same number and shape of spades, just enough difference wiring harness plugs will not fit. 
Take wires out of old plug connect to new resistor separately in same order, works perfectly, 
same performance. So why the change? Why make obsolete 12 previous years for no reason? 
Same story with the power windows switch. Inquiring minds want to know. 
 
Speaking of the Ramcharger, replaced the worn-out rear shocks that were modified to fit the 
front with new rear shocks modified to fit the front. Rides and drives like a new truck. Shocks 
can go up and down now (what a concept) instead of just down. The title of the worst riding 
vehicle in the Hansen fleet now goes back to the wife's Jeep Wrangler. 
 
New Dodge Challenger SRT Demon to be released in April. Basically a street machine on a 
diet and set up for drag racing. More hp than the Hellcat, trans brake, preload on the super-
charger, launch control and launch rev limiter, shift points set through infotainment center, 
telemetry readouts, no backseat, option to leave out the front passenger seat, provisions to bolt 
in a 5 way racing belt and/or rollbar. The features go on and on. Ford working on a Mustang 
GT 500 with 750 hp and weight loss to answer the call. 
 
NHRA Gator Nats, Gainsville, FL let's just move on, nothing to see here. 
 
Mopar spotting...over spring break toured the Texas Rangers (law enforcement) Museum and 
Hall of Fame in Waco. If you love Texas history like I do this place is for you. Just inside the 
first exhibit hall “These exhibits made possible by a generous grant from Fiat-Chrysler Corp”. 
More spotting... purchased season 2 of Peter Gunn, his land yacht of choice a mid '50s Fury 
convertible. 
 

“Now daddy ran whiskey in a big black Dodge, 
Bought it at an auction at the Mason's Lodge... 
Well him and my uncle tore that engine down, 

I still remember that rumblin' sound... 
(Copperhead Road, Steve Earle) 



 

Show Off Your Mopar 
 

Monthly: 
Every Wed.  8p-10p, Mopar Cruise-in, Redneck Heaven, IH 20, The Highlands,  
  Arlington. Free. 
Every Fri.  5p-9p, Truck Cruise-In, Home Depot, IH 20 and Cooper St, Arlington. Free. 
Every Fri.  6p-10p, Cruise-In, Albertsons, Hwy 287 and Sublett Rd, Arlington. Free.  
Every 3rd Sat.  Cars and Coffee, 8am-10:30am, Texas Motor Speedway, FW. Free. 
Every 3rd Sat.  Christian Classic Cruisers, 5pm-9pm, Birdville ISD Athletic Complex, 
North Richland Hills. $15 entry, spectators free. 
Every Last Sat.  9a-12n, Cars and Coffee at Gateway Classic Cars, 1250 Mustang Dr,  
 Grapevine, TX. Free. 
Every First and Third Tue. 6p-10p, Johnson County Car Meets, 812 S. Crowley Rd,  
    Crowley, TX. Free. 
 

 April shows: 
April 8 Race Street Rod Roundup, 11a-3p, 2920 Race St, FW, TX. $15 entry,  
 34 classes, BOS. DFW car shows. 
April 8  Justin Spirits Car & Truck Show, 11a-2p, 950 FM 156, Justin, TX. $15 entry, 
 TOP 30. 
April  9  Dallas Mopar Club monthly meeting, 2 pm, Spr ing Creek BBQ, 12835 Preston 
 Rd, Dallas. 
April 15  Robinson Restorations Car & Truck Show, 9a-1p, 5240 Dakota Ln, Denton, TX. 
 $10 entry, TOP 30. 
April 22 Christian Classic Cruisers, 5p-9p, Birdville ISD, 9100 Mid Cities Blvd,  
 North Richland Hills, TX. $15 entry, spectators free. 
April 29  Pate Auto Fest Car & truck Show, 10a-2p, Texas Motor Speedway, North FW, TX. 
  $20 entry. 26 classes, BOS. 
April 30  Club 407 Car and Truck Show, 12n-3p, 1856 Justin Rd Highland Village, TX. 
 $15 entry. Top 30, BOS. 
May  6  Castle Hills Car & Truck Show, 9a-1p, 2540 King Arthur Blvd, Lewisville, TX. 
 $10 entry. 26 classes, 7 BOS. 
             
   Anyone have a car show you want to share please send to Ron Carroll or Barry Hansen.   
 
HOT ROD POWER TOUR 2017 
6-10-17 Kansas City, KS, Kansas Speedway 
6-11-17 Newton, Iowa, Iowa Speedway 
6-12-17 Davenport Iowa, Mississippi Valley Fairgrounds 
6-13-17 Champaign, IL, University Of IL ( State Farm Center) 
6-14-17Madison, IL, Gateway Motorsports Park (St Louis) 
6-15-17 Indianapolis, IN, Lucas Oil Raceway 
6-16-17 Bowling Green, KY, Bowling Green Regional Airport  
 
 If you would like to show off we would sure like to brag about you. Contact  
 me, Ron Carroll at dodge_roncarroll@yahoo.com. 
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DEAN ALLEN 
 

972-801-7587 
 

Dean is offering up his years of knowledge to 
help members with their automotive 

questions. 

Good Members, Good Products 



 

 

ITEMS FOR SALE / ITEMS WANTED 
 
 

 WANTED:  Big Block K-member for a 1971 ‘Cuda. Contact Dave Valfer,  
214-663-6865 or dvalfer@swbell.net 
   

 FOR SALE:  TRANSPEC (long time club sponsor, see sponsor pages)  
offering some parts and transmissions cheap. Two transmissions for ‘81-’83 Lasers and 
Daytona Omnis, model A523, tag number 42957755, build dates 2/08/1985. Brand new 
from Chrysler, donated to a mechanic school, never used, never apart. Brand new  
transfer case for a Jeep, model 242J, fits ‘98-2001 Jeeps, 4.0 and can be converted  
to fit the 4.7. Call for low, low prices.  
 

 FOR SALE:  1974 Plymouth Duster w/500+ hp 440 mag. I'm interested in sell-
ing the engine, new 4 core Aluminum Radiator and possibly the entire vehicle. It's (body 
and chassis) a basket case now. Contact Freddie Thacker 817.371.3597 or email at 
Freddie.l.thacker@gmail.com  
 

 FOR SALE:  Factory smallblock (340) steel bellhousing w/inspection cover.  
Casting part #2843887. Trans input dia 4 11/32”. Good condition. $150.  
Doug Gulley, 972-672-4839. 
 

 FOR SALE: Original T/A fiberglass hood. Great shape, ready to bolt on your 
car. $1700.00. Call Ken at 972-742-4456 
 
 
 A reminder to anyone looking for First Gen Charger (‘66-’67) parts, especially 
original. Roger Bohl is selling all of his stock. He would like to sell it all before his health 
gets too bad. Roger is the Grandfather of First Gen parts (next to Great-Grand-Pappy 
Jim Rodebaugh). He has been my go-to First Gen guy since well before I got my first 
one back in 1998 and has a wealth of knowledge. There aren’t too many parts he  
doesn’t have. Contact Roger at bohl@sunflower.com or 913-400-7281. He now lives 
near KC, KS...Dan Robinson 
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We love our sponsors... 

...you will too 






